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	Analyzing data – tips, tricks

and experiences

Session 1 – running some macros


	

	General
	Start Minitab. On your screen you will find the names of a number of macros (expressed as %Xxxx) and you are supposed to run these macros, study their contents and perform some of the exercises.

After running a particular macro, you should issue the command REST without saving anything. (A macro is run by entering %Xxxx at the 'MTB>'-prompt.)



	%DataTypes


	A graph window gives some facts about the worksheet, columns, constants and matrices. Activate your data window and study column c1-c6. Notice how missing values are designated. See also the '-T' and '-D' in the heading of the columns. 

Perform exercise 1-5 listed in column c10.



	%DataInput


	There are two graph windows created by this macro (and some exercises but we will return to these in later sessions). One graph window is called 'Data Input' and the other one is called 'Session window…'. Read all the information on these graph windows.



	%DataOutput


	This macro gives information about various ways of outputting results. There are currently no exercises. Read all the results in the graph window. 



	%DataStorage


	A graph window explains the various types of files used by Minitab. Read the text. Using TXT- and Excel-files will be studied in a later session.



	%Time

	The macro discusses some particular features of commands, etc, concering time measurements.



	
	

	Other useful macros
	Below are some other useful macros



	%Hist

	Illustrates the use of histogram and also the so-called probability plot.

	%XbarS
	Some important features of the average and standard deviation.



	%LinC
	Shows some important ideas around the concept of linear combination of variables. In this case two mechanical parts.

 

	%NormArea
	Shows graphically some basic ideas about the normal distributions.


Many more Minitab-macros are available from www.ing-stat.se.
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